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Redirecting Tax Dollars to True Health Care: An Ohio Perspective
This may be attributed to Beth Vanderkooi, president of Greater Columbus Right to Life, as
given at the June 28, 2025, Defund Planned Parenthood Rally.

As pro-life advocates in Ohio and across the nation, we’ve long believed that taxpayer dollars
should fund real, comprehensive health care - not abortion providers like Planned Parenthood.
Recent developments at both the federal and state levels give us reason to be hopeful: our voices
are being heard, and momentum is building.

National Momentum: Ending the Flow of Federal Dollars to Abortion Providers

The U.S. House has taken bold steps in its 2025 budget reconciliation package-dubbed the “One
Big Beautiful Bill” - which includes a provision to bar Medicaid reimbursements for providers
that perform abortions. This is a long-overdue correction that aligns public spending with public
values.

e Planned Parenthood has long claimed these funds are for “other services,” but money is
fungible. Every taxpayer dollar that supports their infrastructure indirectly supports their
abortion agenda.

e Redirecting these funds to community health centers, federally qualified clinics, and
faith-based providers will ensure that low-income families still receive high-quality care-
without subsidizing abortion.

The Congressional Budget Office notes there may be higher emergency care costs initially, but
that’s a short-term cost for a long-term moral correction. We believe life is worth it.

Executive & Grant-Level Changes

We’re encouraged by the renewed scrutiny of Title X and Teen Pregnancy Prevention grants,
both of which have historically sent millions to organizations with deep ties to abortion. The
Biden administration reversed protective rules, but the pro-life movement continues to push for a
return to Title X reforms that excluded abortion providers.

We also support efforts to audit and freeze federal grants to ensure they do not end up in the
hands of politically motivated clinics that push abortion under the guise of “health care.”

Ohio: Leading by Example in Prioritizing Life-Affirming Care

Ohio has already made substantial progress. In recent years, our state:



e Removed Planned Parenthood from key state health programs by reprioritizing state
funding toward providers that do not perform or promote abortions.

e Recognized our robust network of pregnancy resource centers, supported by the Ohio
Parenting and Pregnancy Program, which offers parenting classes, prenatal resources,
diapers, baby gear, and emotional support-all without pushing abortion.

e Invested in faith-based and community health initiatives that provide comprehensive
medical care, including cancer screenings, STI treatment, and whole-person health,
without destroying innocent life.

When the courts challenged these changes, we stood strong. And now, with the recent SCOTUS
decision in Medina v. Planned Parenthood South Atlantic, the highest court in the land has
confirmed that states can exclude abortion providers from Medicaid funding. This is a game-
changer.

Looking Forward: Grounded in Faith, Anchored in Hope

Our goal is not simply to “defund” abortion-but to rebuild a compassionate, ethical health care
system that honors the dignity of both mother and child. That includes:

e Expanding prenatal and postnatal care access, especially in rural and underserved areas.

e Supporting maternal mental health programs, affordable housing, and childcare
initiatives that empower women to choose life.

e Ensuring that no Ohioan is forced to fund abortion through their taxes-whether at the
state or federal level.

e Protecting religious freedom and rights of conscious as interpretations of 2023 State
Issue 1 unfold.

The Bottom Line

Planned Parenthood and its allies have benefited from decades of taxpayer funding, political
cover, and media support. But that era is coming to an end. Ohio is leading the way, and with
federal reforms in motion, we have a once-in-a-generation opportunity to cut the abortion
industry off from public funding entirely.

It’s time to invest in health care that cares -not kills.



