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College Outreach News 
Melissa Muse 
 
There are 25 colleges in the 
Greater Columbus area. Ohio State 
University alone serves a student 
population of 48,511 from 118 
countries! This is a prime time for 
the up-and-coming generation and 
many of them are confused and/or 
uneducated about the value of 
human life. According to the 2008 
statistics, nearly 47% of abortions 
are performed on college-aged 
women (18-24yrs old). Increase 
the age to 29 and the percentage 
jumps to 62%. This is a population 
in great need and, if we hope to 
end abortion by 2020, this is the 
population that we need to serve. 
Greater Columbus Right to Life is 
happy to introduce a new program 
designed to educate college 
students on pro-life issues and 
equip them to become educators. 
With the help of Melissa Muse, the 

new Director of University 
Outreach, we will be offering 
workshops that include training 
sessions on leadership 
development, organization and 
planning, activism, membership 
recruitment/retention, budgeting, 
and more. We will provide 
campuses with support through 
publicity, networking, fundraising, 
and educational materials. We 
have also established a $1000 
Grant to help pro-life groups fund 
activities that will reach out to the 
students on all campuses. 
Many of the 25 colleges already 
have pro-life groups, but they need 
support and training to be 
successful and to impact the 
culture of death that surrounds 
them. Greater Columbus Right to 
Life is excited to work with these 
students and to see the positive 
impacts they will make both 
locally and globally. 
 
 If you are interested in 
helping with the College 
Outreach Program or 
donating to support our 
efforts please contact 
Melissa Muse at 
MMuse4life@gmail.com. 
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Upcoming Events 
 
Rally for Life  
January 22, 2010 
12:00 noon 
Prayerful rally on the west lawn 
of the Ohio Statehouse at noon 
in observance of the Roe vs. 
Wade anniversary. 
 
Advocacy Training 
First Quarter 2010 
Stay tuned for information 
about our next advocacy 
training!  Information for these 
training sessions will be 
available on our Web site, 
www.gcrtl.org and sent to our 
GCRTL e-mail subscribers 
 
Would you prefer to receive 
this newsletter in your e-mail 
box?  Just let us know – 
gcrtlife@gmail.com   
 
 

Our 20/20 Vision:  A culture in Greater Columbus that values life.   
By 2020 there will be no more abortions in Greater Columbus. 

 

24-HOUR OPTION LINE: 
1-800-395-HELP 

 

The mission of the Greater Columbus Right to Life is  
to promote a culture that protects innocent human life  

from conception until natural death. 
 



 

The President’s Letter 
Ruth Yorston  
 

Every year, the Ohio Department of Health reports on the number of 
induced abortions performed within the state.  The 2008 report was released 
the last week of October and gave us some very encouraging figures:  

 The state saw a 4.32% decrease in abortions performed. 
 Every county in the Columbus Metropolitan Statistical Area (the eight 

counties that comprise the region as defined by the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics) saw a decrease in abortion, ranging from an 11.86% 
decrease in Union County to a 37.04% decrease in Madison County.   

 The Columbus MSA as a whole saw a decrease of 20.36% 

Now this is something to get excited about!  Add this to the May Gallop Pole that reported that 51% of Americans 
define themselves as pro-life – the first time a majority of those polled defined themselves as pro-life since Gallop 
began asking that question over 15 years ago – and it sure feels like the tide is beginning to change!   

Well, I do not like to be a bearer of bad news, but while these numbers are exciting and encouraging, they are not the 
entire story. 

 In the 45 minutes or so that it will take me to write and edit this letter, approximately 125 babies will have been 
killed in their mother’s wombs in the United States.   

 While it’s true that there were 1,249 fewer abortions in 2008 than there were in 2007, it’s also true that 27,672 
babies lost their lives in Ohio in 2008,  
o 4,169 of those babies would have been born to mothers residing in the eight-county Columbus MSA, and  
o 3,526 of them would have been born to mothers residing in Franklin County.   

We should rejoice in the good news of reduced abortions, and believe me, I am rejoicing!  Thank you, thank you, 
thank you for the work you are already doing to defend innocent life at all stages.  My hope is that these numbers will 
spur us on to do more.  Will you join me in 

 more prayer? 
 more peaceful presence at our local abortion facilities? 
 more education and outreach to our junior high, senior high and college students? 
 more communication with our local, state, and federal elected officials? 
 more outreach to your family, friends and neighbors? 

You are making a difference.  The numbers bear it out.  The momentum is building and it’s exciting to see the fruits 
of our labor!  I hope you will take a moment to reflect on the lives that have been saved this year.  Now, let’s put the 
gear back on and get back in the battle.  Need help figuring out where you can help the most?  Check out some of the 
volunteer opportunities on page 4 or send us an e-mail at GCRTLife@gmail.com.  We’d love to hear from you!   

 

Your partner for life, 

 
Ruth Yorston 
President, Board of Trustees 
 

 



More than 200 People Attend First 

Annual Fundraising Dinner 

On September 13, Greater Columbus 

Right to Life held a Tailgate for Life, 

our first annual fundraising dinner.  

More than 200 people gathered to hear 

Stanley Jackson, former quarterback 

with The Ohio State University football 

team, share his personal experience with 

abortion and the great value of life he 

now knows through the experience of 

his family.  Mr. Jackson also challenged 

us – and especially the men – to be a 

positive influence for life in the lives of 

those around us.  

GCRTL also awarded the first Defender 

of Life awards to Judy Schlueter and 

Irene Sprague.  Mrs. Schlueter is the 

executive director of Bethesda Healing 

Ministry.  For many years, she has 

worked tirelessly in the area of post 

abortion healing, and is one of the 

pioneers in the field.  Reverend Irene 

Sprague was a pro-life leader in Marion 

County.  Among other things, Rev. 

Sprague worked with Marion County 

Right to Life, started Life is From God 

Ministries, and assisted in the 

development of Marion Citizens for 

Life.  Rev. Sprague’s husband, George, 

accepted the award for his wife, who 

passed away earlier this year. 

Ruth Yorston, President of the GCRTL 

Board of Trustees, honored Jason 

Shanks for his service to GCRTL and 

the pro-life movement with the 

President’s Award.  Mr. Shanks led 

GCRTL as its president for the 

past two years and initiated 

several of GCRTL’s newest 

programs.  The effects of his 

service to this organization will 

be felt for years to come.   

Thanks to the generous support 

of those in attendance, GCRTL 

was able to raise more than 

$15,000 in one time donations 

and annual pledges.  Thank you 

to everyone who attended and 

supported the work of GCRTL 

through your financial 

donations!  
Stanley Jackson, keynote speaker, shares 
his personal story of conversion from pro-
choice to pro-life 

 
 
 
A Successful Wrap-Up for 40 Days for Life 
by Janet Thomas and Christie McGee  

What a great 40 Days we had this campaign! We had over 33 churches / 
groups and organizations participate and countless individuals.  With your 
help we had at least one person out in front of the clinic EVERY DAY!!! 
We held 5 events including a kick off rally, youth rally, candle light vigil 
and the divine mercy chaplet all for the first time ever this year.  Even when 
we had over 12 days not officially adopted by a church / group or 
organization, our prayer warriors stepped up and made personal 
commitments to make sure they were covered. 

From the start this campaign saw many blessings. There was an increase in 
clergy actively participating – thanks to all of you for speaking to your 
pastor! This time even more women have decided to seek out a new doctor 
after YOU made them aware that abortions were preformed at this clinic.  
We were also informed of a group of about 35 men at the Marion 
Correctional facility that prayed and fasted along with us!  

By coming together as the body of Christ to pray, fast, and stand vigil. The 
national results of this campaign are amazing! 40 Days for Life is truly 
blessed by God! Please stay in touch and we’ll see you in the spring 
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Volunteer Opportunities 

Are you ready to get more involved with Greater Columbus Right to Life?  There are a number of volunteer 
opportunities.  Here are two: 

Bookkeeper.  The GCRTL bookkeeper works closely with our treasurer to ensure that our financial records are current 
and correct.  We are in need of a volunteer with bookkeeping experience who can donate 2 -3 hours a week.  This person 
should have a basic knowledge of bookkeeping, financial software (we use QuickBooks) and Microsoft Word and Excel. 

Administrative Support.  Do you have experience as an administrative or office assistant?  This volunteer will work 
closely with the President but should be able to work independently to accomplish a variety of tasks including proofing 
and merging letters, scheduling meetings, and general clerical support. 

For more information on these and other volunteer opportunities, please contact GCRTL at 614.445.8508 or 
GCRTLife@gmail.com. 
 

Susan Lau, GCRTL 
Board Member and 
Volunteer talks 
with members of St. 
Michael’s Roman 
Catholic Church 
about the 2010 
Signature Ad 
Campaign

 

  Are you receiving GCRTL e-mails 
news and action alerts?  Stay in the 
know with local, state and federal pro-
life news by to the GCRTL email list.  
Just send a request to be added to our 
distribution list to gcrtlife@gmail.com.
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November 2009 
 
Dear friends and supporters: 
 
As the end of 2009 draws near, I would like to pause to reflect on the past and hope for the future.   
 
In 2009, Greater Columbus Right to Life significantly increased our outreach.   
 We initiated the Pro Life Youth Congress, a leadership and education program for Jr. and Sr. High School 

students.   
 We began a college outreach program and identified a coordinator to assist pro-life students’ organizations at 

college campuses in our region.   
 We established a grant for college pro-life groups and have awarded the first grant to students at Otterbein.   
 We sponsored our sixth 40 Days for Life campaign, with participation from more than 30 churches and 

numerous volunteers. 
 We reestablished the Speaker’s Bureau to provide speakers on pro-life topics. 
 We welcomed a Delaware County subchapter. 
 We sponsored and operated pro-life booths at the Delaware County fair and several church festivals. 

 
2010 poses significant challenges for GCRTL and for the pro-life movement as a whole.  The health care debate rages 
on in Washington and its outcomes could have a devastating effect on the lives of our most vulnerable citizens:  the 
unborn, the elderly, the chronically ill, and those with disabilities.  We must be vigilant in our efforts to ensure that 
these precious ones are protected.   
 
While our programming has grown significantly this past year, we remain a fully volunteer-run organization.  Although 
we have dedicated volunteers, I am concerned how long we will be able to continue our current level of programming 
without a full-time executive director.  Because GCRTL has never had an executive director our impact on this 
community has not been as strong it needs to be.  Our organization simply cannot afford to continue down this course.  
It is imperative that we establish a strong financial base to make it possible for us to hire an executive director to 
maintain and increase our programming.   
 
Yes, we face challenges, but I am confident that we will overcome them.  I am looking forward to publishing our first 
Action Plan; a document that will set out our 2010 goals and measurements for success, which we will mail to you for 
your feedback in early 2010.    
 
It is a wonderful and weighty responsibility to lead Greater Columbus Right to Life.  I am grateful for the support of 
our volunteers and donors, and it is an honor to serve alongside you in this important work.  There are always 
opportunities to get involved as a volunteer.  If you are interested in learning more about volunteer opportunities we 
would love to hear from you. 
 
There are also ways financially to support GCRTL’s on-going work and programming.  On the reverse side of this 
letter, you will find information about sponsoring some of our programs and giving to our general fund.  Will you 
please consider a making a year-end, tax-deductible financial donation to Greater Columbus Right to Life?  Your gift 
will help us to continue providing excellent pro-life educational programs and outreach.   
 
With warmest regards and best wishes for a wonderful Christmas and New Year, 
 
 
 
Ruth Yorston 
President, Board of Trustees 
 

The mission of Greater Columbus Right to Life is to promote a culture that protects innocent human life from conception until natural death. 



 

 

2010 Program Sponsorship Opportunities 
When you sponsor one or more of our programs, your tax-deductible gift will be dedicated to  
that specific use.  Examples of how the donation will be used are given for each sponsorship  
opportunity.  For more information, call Derick Cooper at 614.445.8508.   
 

 
Student Programs.  Greater Columbus Right to Life is 
committed to educating and empowering the next generation 
of pro-life advocates.  We do that primarily through the Pro-
Life Youth Congress (Jr. and Sr. High School students) and 
our college outreach programs.  Sponsoring one of these two 
programs not only will impact our community, but also the 
more than 100 countries from where our regional college 
students originate.   
 
Pro-Life Youth Congress - $1,500 

 Leadership Training Days 
 Bus trip to the National March for Life 
 Education materials 
  

College Outreach - $1,500 
 Leadership Training 
 Bus trip to National March for Life 
 Education materials 
 Campus outreach grant 
 
 
 

General Fund.  Like any organization, GCRTL needs 
finances for the daily operation of the organization.  Gifts 
given to the general fund are not restricted in their use and 
may be used to fund any of our programs as well as the 
general costs to run the organization.  
  

Community Outreach and Education.  Bringing the pro-life 
message to the community-at-large is a fundamental strategy 
to advancing the cause of life.  A populous uneducated about 
the sanctity of human life and pro-life people uneducated in 
the tools needed to correctly interpret and respond to the 
deceptive messages from the pro-death camp fall prey to 
philosophy and teaching proliferated by the pro-death 
movement.  Sponsoring one of these two program areas will 
help to bring educational materials and opportunities to the 
Greater Columbus community 
 
Fairs and Festivals - $500 
Costs related to having an educational booth at local fairs and 
festivals, such as:  

 Display booth 
 Educational materials 
 Booth Registration 
 

Community Education - $500 
Costs related to providing educational materials and 
programming on topics such as: 

 Abortion, euthanasia, assisted suicide and embryonic 
stem cell research 

 Praying at an abortion clinic 
 Communicating with elected officials 
 Taking the pro-life message to my neighborhood 

 
Credit Card Authorization 

 
I authorize Greater Columbus Right to Life to charge my:    Visa         MasterCard         Discover 

 
I would like to sponsor the following GCRTL Program: 
   Pro-Life Youth Congress ($1,500) 
   College Outreach ($1,500) 

   General Fund ($ )    Fairs and Festivals ($500) 
   Community Education ($500) 

 
I would like to make my donation 
   as a one time gift of $  . 
   in monthly installments of $   .  Day of the month for charges:   
  in quarterly installments of $   . 
   in semi-annual installments of $   . 

 
 

Name on card (please print):             
 
Card number:          (16 digits)     Expiration date:    /  
 
Signature:               


