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Dear Friends and Supporters,

Now is an amazing time to support life. The challenges are real, and each step forward requires effort, but
those efforts are making a difference. During one week, pro-life witnesses counted 110 cars/clients entering
the Planned Parenthood abortion facility on Main Street in Columbus. Each one reminds us that we must keep
pressing forward and never give up hope.

It was a joy to see many of you at the banquet last month and at the Defund Planned Parenthood Rally. I am
always encouraged to visit with people like you who make sacrifices to support life. Your involvement and
efforts make a real impact for life.

At the banquet, Jason Shanks shared an inspiring challenge and guiding anchors in addition to his personal
testimony and reflections on his time at Greater Columbus Right to Life. His “2033 redemptive vision for life”
challenges us to build a culture of life and end abortion by 2033. The 2000th anniversary of the Passion,
Death, and Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, the greatest act of love in history, reminds us that life is
victorious. Jason then laid out a series of anchors to guide our efforts:

Freedom ordered toward truth

Every person has intrinsic worth

Love redeems, not condemns

Life triumphs over death

The womb is holy ground

Suffering can be redemptive

Self-gift

Hope is the final word

This challenge and call have inspired me, and I hope it inspires you as well. While I am not naive enough to
assume the road will be easy, I do believe we can accomplish this goal if we work together and place our hope
in Christ. It will require all of us to continue growing our prayers, efforts, and sacrifices to help save lives and
build a culture of life.

As you read the rest of the newsletter, I invite you to learn about and participate in several upcoming
opportunities, including our Pro-Life Faithful Summer Social, A Night at the Museum with Fr. Tad, and 40
Days for Life. I also hope you will be edified by the updates on public policy and recent events.

God Bless,

Paul Borchard

Executive Director

Greater Columbus Right to Life
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ANNUAL BANQUET WITH JASON SHANKS

Celebrating 50 Years of Defending Life & Reigniting Our Vision with Our Eyes on 2033

A packed house of supporters gathered at the Villa Milano for Greater Columbus Right to Life’s Banquet - An
Evening with Jason Shanks.

This year, the annual dinner was a special one as it celebrated the organization’s 50th Anniversary. Dozens of
past and current leaders, like Mike and Peggy Hartshorn, the Smiths, the Crosbys, and more, attended. Founder
of many pro-life organizations across the country, including GCRTL, Meade O’Boyle, even attended from
Louisiana for the celebration.

The event also welcomed home a former President of GCRTL, Jason Shanks. Though the event was deemed a
celebration, both current president, Beth Vanderkooi, and past president, Jason Shanks, acknowledged that it may
not feel as if there is much to celebrate; the pro-life faithful of Ohio are tired. They are fatigued, angry, sad, and
discouraged. The road since the passage of Issue 1 in 2023 has been incredibly difficult for organizations like
Greater Columbus Right to Life and its supporters.

Greater Columbus Right to Life is reigniting a vision of redemption and renewal. In his talk, Shanks shared the
seemingly overwhelming odds that he has overcome in his life - the miraculous healing that he experienced from
COVID-19 after being intubated and placed in a coma for forty-five days in the ICU. We must continue to pivot,
he said, and continue to fight.

He shared a vision in which abortion will end by 2033, 2000 years after the death and resurrection of Jesus, and
he offered eight anchors to guide this next chapter as an organization and community of life. These anchors
began with the idea that freedom is ordered toward truth and ended with the idea that the final word is hope.

If you were not able to make this year’s banquet, but want to support us in our mission, now is
a great time to make a gift to sustain our work, sign up to volunteer with us, join us for an
hour or help us fill an hour during 40 Days for Life, or bring one of our programs to your
church. You can go online at gertl.org/banquet or send in the enclosed envelope to join our
work and our vision.

FORTS TO CHANGE THE WORLD,

PS: If you didn’t get one of our prayer magnet picture frames at the banquet (or if you need
another), join us at an upcoming event or stop by our office to pick one up! Looking for
banquet photos? Check out our Facebook page or visit gertl.org/banquet for album link.

BE A LIGHT ON THE
SIDEWALK.

40 DAYS FOR LIFE.

September 24th-November 2nd.
Planned Parenthood Surgical Clinic |
3255 E Main St, Columbus OH
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JOIN US IN PRAYER AND ACTIVISM!
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ROOTED IN TRUTH, ANCHORED IN HOPE
Public Policy and the Road to 2033

As we pass the halfway point of 2025, Greater Columbus Right to Life is
celebrating some legislative victories and grassroots momentum that bring us
closer to our bold and prayerful vision: ending abortion in Central Ohio by

« 2033. These successes are not just policy achievements - they are beacons on a
path anchored in truth and hope, reminding us that lasting cultural change is
possible when we remain faithful, courageous, and united.

From the halls of the Statehouse to the steps of the Capitol, GCRTL speaks

: L Bt truth into a culture clouded by confusion. The abortion amendment in our
——— - =" Constitution means it won’t be easy, but we are not going to back down.

Ohio Budget Bill (HB 96): Advancing a Culture of Life - Ohio’s newly passed state budget (HB 96) is a show of
commitment by Governor DeWine and the leadership of the Ohio Legislature. It reflects a profound commitment to
supporting women, protecting children, and strengthening families. Key provisions include:

e $2.5 million annually for a new ultrasound initiative and $20 million for the Ohio Parenting and Pregnancy
Program, both of which will directly support pregnancy help organizations

e $20 million for Responsible Fatherhood Initiatives, recognizing the essential role fathers play in the family
and in breaking cycles of generational poverty and trauma.

e $15.6 million for risk-avoidance education in Ohio schools, equipping students with tools to make life-
affirming decisions rooted in dignity and self-worth.

It was not a perfect bill in many ways, but in this aspect, it reflects the Ohio we are working to build: one where
every life is seen, supported, and protected.

Standing in the Heat for Truth - Just before the U.S. Senate’s critical vote on the federal budget, the pro-life
faithful rallied with GCRTL in nearly 100-degree heat to demand the defunding of Planned Parenthood and other
abortion providers. Your signs, your voices, and your prayers made it clear: Ohioans want real healthcare, not
abortion wrapped in euphemisms and funded with taxpayer dollars.

Federal Policy: Progress and Persistence - Recent national policy has been a a mix of good and bad:

e Title X Freeze Bears Fruit: The Trump-era freeze on Title X funds for abortion providers is already having
impact. Planned Parenthood’s Euclid Avenue facility in Cleveland is shutting down.

e The “Big, Beautiful” Budget Bill (BBB): The latest federal budget included a one-year freeze on
approximately $500 million in Planned Parenthood funding. While a positive step, it is a far cry from the
original 10-year defunding plan that could have saved over 123,000 unborn lives per year, and it constitutes only a
portion of all funding that the national abortion giant receives each year. That said—this was still a huge victory.

The path forward is clear. If we can freeze funding for a year, we can eliminate it entirely. That means we will
continue to encourage legislative leaders to reintroduce their original 10-year plan and more. The BBB was signed
by President Trump to include the one-year defund. However, at print time we have seen news of legal
maneuvering in an effort to block the law.

Title V Maternal & Child Health Block Grant: A Model for Collaboration

GCRTL authored a coalition letter supporting Ohio’s use of Title V funds to expand maternal and infant health
services. Our message was simple: community-based pregnancy centers and support programs are vital partners in
improving health outcomes, especially for women outside the traditional healthcare system.

We are committed to ending abortion in Ohio by 2033. That is our
vision. It is ambitious, but possible. It is anchored in the belief that every
life is sacred, every woman deserves better than abortion, and every
community can be transformed by the power of truth and hope and the
Gospel of Life. Because of your support and prayers, we have been able to &%
keep up our phenomenal grassroots work while also advancing public
policy that supports the work we are doing on the sidewalks, with
churches, and in our culture. Thank you.

Looking for more information or an update? Visit our website at gctl.org/blog.




FINDERS KEEPERS FOR LIFE! SAVE THE DATE

Summer Social
Sat, Aug. 16th: 10:30
Bridgettine Retreat Center

Ohio holds nearly $5 billion in unclaimed funds — some might belong to you.
After the recent budget plan to use some of this unclaimed money to fund new

sports stadiums, the Ohio Department of Commerce reported a 400% spike in gertl.org/summersocial
searches on the Unclaimed Funds website. ODC says | in 7 Ohioans has
unclaimed money waiting! Fall 40 Days for Life
. ) ) ) Sept 27— Nov 7th
Here’s an idea: Go to www.unclaimedfunds.ohio.gov, search your name, and if Planned Parenthood East
you find funds—claim them. Then consider donating a portion to Greater gertl.org/40-days-for-life
Columbus Right to Life. It’s an easy and unexpected way to turn "lost" dollars . .
into something that truly lasts: saving lives. Ohio March for Life:

Ohio Statehouse
Every dollar you reclaim and share with GCRTL helps us Fri, Oct 3, 2025

advance our mission of ending abortion in Ohio by 2033.

You’ll be doing a little housekeeping and planting seeds of A Night at the Museum
hope at the same time. With Fr. Tad

Fri, October 10th
Go ahead. Check now. You might just find a hidden blessing! g’crtfo(;g/efrrtad

Join us on Saturday, August 16th, for our Pro-Life Faithful Summer
Social. All are welcome, but this event is especially geared toward
volunteers, respect life leaders, life ambassadors, and those
volunteering with other organizations who would like to get to know
available resources and organization.

At 10:30, you’ll have the opportunity to meet with area resources and
Sl learn more about how they serve pregnant women and families, learn
Lunch. how you can use their ministry to better serve, and connect with other
members of the pro-life faithful, and rest in the beauty of the Retreat
ﬁWﬁ 2025 / 30 House. At noon, we’ll provide a family-style lunch and a brief
BRIDGETTINE SISTERS CHAPEL AND RETREAT HOUSE | 40 N GRUBB ST COLUMBUS, 0 43215 keynote on Healing the 4th Wound.

There is no cost /no ask to attend this volunteer enrichment event, but
: ¢ registration will be limited to the first 70 attendees. Visit: gertl.org/
Register Today St Bl summersocial, click on the QR code, or call us at 614-445-8508 to get
registered by August 10th.

No Cost to Attend

A NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM WITH FATHER TAD:

We are so excited that we will be bringing Fr. Tad Pacholczyk to Fridas

Columbus. An internationally renown bioethicist and senior ethicist at October 102025
the NCBC, Fr. Tad will be speaking on end of life bioethics to support R 3
the work of Faithful at the End of Life. o gt

SAVE THE DATE

We are still finalizing the event details—including after-hours access to
the Ohio History Center and Museum, so look for more information to
come including sponsorship packages and ticket prices.

ANight

If you are interested in joining the planning committee for this event or — J E{t Tll(—\

sponsoring, please let us know on our website or by emailing
rsvp@gcrtl.org.

For now, we are inviting you to visit gertl.org/frtad —so you will be the RightioLife
first to know when tickets go live!

Museum
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