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Dear Friends, 
    As the weather cools and the leaves crisp and we turn our attention to all things autumn, there is one thing that is 
continues to heat up: the discussion and debate over abortion in Ohio. It is especially evident as we enter into this 
first Respect Life Month and first election season post-Dobbs.  
       As almost everyone knows, on June 24th, the US Supreme Court overturned Roe v Wade, and within a matter of 
hours, the work of Attorney General Yost and Governor DeWine meant that Ohio’s heartbeat law was in effect, 
prohibiting abortion when a baby’s heartbeat can be detected.  
       For the next roughly two months, Ohio’s heartbeat bill was intact. While abortion advocates—funded by 
billionaires and pro-abortion local governments worked to transport hundreds of women and young girls across state 
lines to get abortions in other states, Ohio’s pro-life advocates stepped up to the plate. Churches re-invigorated plans 
to walk with moms in need, pregnancy centers increased and expanded services provided, and Ohio, under the 
leadership of Governor DeWine, launched Bold Beginnings Ohio—a project that leverages more than a billion 
dollars to help women, children, and families of all types (learn more about this initiative in our e-news!).  
       While all this was happening, abortion advocates and both legacy and social media were busy spreading 
disinformation about Ohio’s pro-life laws and explicitly vowing to target Ohio’s judiciary in the fall elections and 
then introduce a ballot initiative to enshrine abortion through all 9 months in Ohio’s Constitution. They also 
launched in September a legal strategy to halt enforcement of Ohio’s heartbeat law. With some blatant venue-
shopping, they sought and injunction against SB 23 (the Heartbeat law) in Hamilton County, where it was granted. 
The judge involved, Common Pleas Judge Christian Jenkins, found that Ohio’s Constitution might protect abortion, 
and so he ordered a halt to the heartbeat law until at least mid-October. Ohio’s Attorney General David Yost has 
vigorously defended our law. Nonetheless, for now, and this could rapidly change as the lawsuit progresses, Ohio’s 
Heartbeat Law is not in effect and abortions are happening in Ohio until 20-22 weeks. Abortion clinics are busier 
than ever, as activists in Ohio states are now bringing women to Ohio for abortion.  
       In many ways, none of this is surprising—even the timing of the  pro-abortion legal intervention has been 
methodically planned for maximum legal impact. We know this, because if it were about protecting abortion as 
necessary for the health, well-being, liberty, or equality of women the injunction would have been filed months ago.  
       In our sidewalk training, we ask our members to be mindful of the words of  Matthew 10:16 “I send you out as 
sheep among the wolves, so be wise as serpents and harmless as doves.” It is true now more than ever—we need to 
understand what is happening, we need to be aware, and we need to respond with virtue as people of faith. We also 
need to respond with everything we have.  
       The culture of death is conspiring to make us weary and timid and afraid to express our pro-life convictions in the 
public sphere, in our families, and even in our churches. But now is not the time to back down. It is time to step up. 
Perhaps that means coming to one of our trainings or events, or volunteering for a pregnancy center. Maybe it 
means an hour of prayer on the sidewalk with 40 Days or our sidewalk team. For some, it will mean working to get 
out the pro-life vote (which is critical this year). If you can, consider financially supporting the work that we are 
doing; our costs are rising dramatically. For example, envelopes that we used to buy in bulk for five or six cents 
apiece are now 12 or 13 cents. We need to raise at least $30,000 through the end of the year in order to keep our 
work going (and $40,000 to launch some planned expansions). A $5000 gift will help us to get 1000 copies of 
Faithful at the End of Life out in the community (each FATEL program is averaging about 120 attendees). If that is 
beyond your ability, a $5 a month donation will help us equip a volunteer to distribute 250 pieces of abortion pill 
reversal information—critical in a community where at least 80% of abortions are happening at home via the pill.  
      Most importantly, continue to pray for us and for the inalienable right to life. 

 
 
 
 

    Beth Vanderkooi 
    Executive Director 

PS: We are using some QR codes in this newsletter to help you find 
and register for some of our events a little easier. To use a QR code, 
just use your smart phone QR code reader (usually a camera) and 
select the web link that pops up. Or, you can always do it the old-
fashioned way, and give us a call!  

Give it a try with this QR link to our donate page!  



When the Ohio Department of Health released its 2021 abortion statistics, the news was very grim for most of Ohio. 
These are numbers and related statistics that are released each September for the prior year. For the second 
consecutive year, the number of abortions performed in Ohio as well as the number of Ohio women having abortions 
has increased. This year the total number of abortions performed in Ohio rose by 1208 to 21,813, or 6 percent. The 
number of abortions performed on Ohio women also rose by 1278 to 20,716, or about 6.5%. These numbers represent 
the highest number of Ohio abortions since 2014.  

We look at the abortions where they are performed as 
well as by the County where the mother reports her 
residence. Although there were a small number of 
abortions performed in other counties, most abortions 
are performed in the six counties corresponding with 
major metropolitan areas. Of these Counties, only 
Franklin and Hamilton Counties saw a reduction in the 
number of abortions performed. Each of Cuyahoga, 
Lucas, and Montgomery saw abortions performed 
increase (our statistics are all derived from ODH). 

We are incredibly grateful to the work of our sidewalk counselors and prayer partners who are present to help 
women who are considering abortion connect to resources that can empower them to choose life. Year after year, 
Columbus has been a leader in seeing the number of abortions decline, and our team is a big part of the reason 
why. We’ve seen the number of abortions drop by 40% in the past decade, and we’ve seen numerous abortion 
clinics close. But we can continue to do better for our moms and babies.  

Statewide, a few notable things related to abortion based on the women who provided statistical data: 

→ 89.9% of women who reported marital status were unmarried 

→ 49% of the women who reported race identified as Black, 42% as white.  

→ 47% of women had had a non-surgical abortion, generally the abortion pill (81% of those performed locally) 

→ 61% of abortions were performed at 8 or fewer weeks gestation 
 

We also learned some devastating things by looking at the abortion report. Last year, 16% of pregnancies ended in 
abortion, a dramatic increase from the year before where about 15% ended in abortion. This increased the abortion 
rate, the number of women between the ages of 14 and 44 who had an abortion in 2021, up to 9.3 out of every 1000. 
We also learned that at least 248 women reported having their 6th or subsequent abortion and that at least four girls 
age 17 or under reported their third or fourth abortion (another 24 did not stipulate how many they have had). 

In addition to where the abortion was performed, we can also look at the county and even the zip code where the 
mother lives. We use this not only to gauge how we are doing overall, but also so that we can direct resources to the 
places that they are most needed. Unfortunately, we saw increases in the numbers of abortions happening in 
Delaware, Morrow, Pickaway, Licking, Fairfield, and Licking Counties. Union and Madison saw decreases this year.  

While challenging and heartbreaking, these numbers were not 
entirely unexpected for 2021. The two biggest reasons that women 
report choosing abortion are isolation/lack of support and finances/
lack of resources. While Ohio has done better than many places, the 
economy was anemic or struggling much of 2021, and we saw many 
of the gains made by women and minorities dissolved in 2021 (and it 
is going to be worse in 2022).  We also saw some of our participation 
in sidewalk ministry decrease, in some cases due to changing family 
needs on the part of our volunteers and in some cases due to people 
seeking to avoid the exceptional aggressive tactics of pro-abortion 
volunteers. We are fortunate that, spurred by the Dobbs decision we 
are seeing more and more people coming forward to be engaged in 
pro-life ministry. Please consider joining us as a sidewalk volunteer 
or support us financially. To find our full 2021 abortion analysis, visit 
www.gcrtl.org/blog. 

2021 Abortion Statistics Released 

 2021 2020 Change % 

All Performed 21813 20605 +1208 +5.86% 

Franklin 3480 3,501 -21 -0.60% 

Cuyahoga 6778 6,498 +280 +4.31% 

Hamilton 3508 3,797 -289 -7.61% 

Lucas 1012 988 +24 +2.43% 

Montgomery 3458 2,770 +688 +24.84% 

Summit 3551 2,915 +636 +21.82% 

Ohio Residents 20716 19438 +1278 +6.57% 

Key Takeaways 

→ Abortion clinic location and services 
continue to be the biggest driver of 
abortions.  

→ The dramatic shift to abortion pills 
emphasizes our need to understand and 
promote Abortion Pill Rescue and 
Reversal efforts. 

→ We need prayerful, peaceful, and helpful 
people on the sidewalks as witnesses to 
life. 

→ GCRTL’s legacy of effective, faith-filled 
leadership makes a difference! Join us. 



Greater Columbus Right to Life welcomed pro-life voices from 
around the State on October 5th for an event at the Ohio Statehouse 
organized by the National March for Life and several local pro-life 
groups. The event, which was similar but not the same as the annual 
January Roe Remembrance and procession, drew about 1500 to 
Columbus. We were excited to hear from guest speakers like Dr. 
Alveda King, Bishop Bonner of Youngstown, Jeannie Mancini, and 
pro-life leaders across the state.  
 
Bishop Bonner quoted Pope Francis, noting, “So great is the vale of 
a human life, and so inalienable the right to life of an innocent child 
growing in the mother’s womb, that no alleged right to one’s own 
body can justify a decision to terminate that (unborn) life.” He 
continued, “All life is precious and should be welcomed, cherished, 
and safeguarded.”   
 
If you missed the March in Columbus, now is a good time to mark your 
calendars for the 2023 March for Life in DC on Friday, January 20th. We 
are considering chartering a bus trip. If you are interested in helping to 
organize or attend, let us know and make sure you are getting information 
from GCRTL. 
 
We will also continue with our tradition of the Roe Remembrance, to be 
held on Monday, January 23rd at the Ohio Statehouse. The event is planned 
for noon, following the annual Respect Life Mass by the Catholic Bishop of 
Columbus. More information on plans for the March and Remembrance will 
be on our website at gcrtl.org/roe.   

Mark Your Calendar 

40 Days for Life 
Planned Parenthood East 
September 28-Nov 6th Register at: 
www.gcrtl.org/40-days-for-life 
 
Sidewalk Training  
Tues, October 18: 1-4 PM 
Thurs, Oct 20: 9:30-12:30 
Monday, November 14: 6-9PM 
Registration required 
gcrtl.org/sidewalk-counseling 
 
Faithful at the End of Life 
St. Brendan, Hilliard 
Sunday, Oct 23rd 7:00 PM 
Registration suggested:  
gcrtl.org/fatel-brendan 
*All are welcome and we will provide 
copies of both versions, but this class will 
focus on the Catholic Edition 
 

Madison County March 
Thurs, Oct 27: 5:30 PM 
St. Patrick School to Courthouse 
 
Into Life Conference 
October 29, 9:30-4:00 
St. Catharine 
gcrtl.org/into-life 
 
Roe Remembrance 
Monday, January 23rd 12:05 
Ohio Statehouse Atrium 
(following Mass for the Respect for 
Human Life at 10:30 am) 
gcrtl.org/roe 
 
Schedule a Speaker 
www.gcrtl.org/speaker  

March for Life 

Schedule a Program 
Looking to host a program on a pro-life topic? Maybe you want to help 
people understand what is going on in Ohio post– Dobbs. Perhaps you 
are looking for some basic or advanced apologetics training to help 
answer the “hard questions.” Are you are looking for faith-based talk on 
healing the wounds of abortion in our community. It could be that you 
want to expand education to talk about being pro-life at the end of life or 
how to help people to get life-affirming documents like a health care 
power or attorney. In September and October, we joined (or are 
scheduled at) more than 20 events, talks, programs, and meetings to talk 
about the dignity of human life. Each of these programs was provided at 
zero cost thanks to the generosity of our donors. 
 
Would you like to host an event? If so, visit our speaker 
page, or give us a call at the office. We are already 
booking programs for January through March, so don’t 
miss out!  

http://www.gcrtl.org/fatel-brendan
gcrtl.org/roe


Now through November 6th is the Central Ohio 40 Days for Life campaign. Did you know that since we 
started our first campaign and regular sidewalk prayer ministry, the number of abortions performed in Central 
Ohio has gone down by 51.3%. That is more than Half. We’ve also seen three abortion clinics close or cease 
performing abortions (all of them vigil sites) and at least three abortion-referring locations close or cease 
involvement in abortion (we have also seen one pill-only clinic open up).  
 
Please don’t think that the Dobbs decision means that this mission is done. We need you now more than ever at 
the two remaining abortion facilities in Columbus: Planned Parenthood at 3255 E Main Street and at Your 
Choice on Karl Road. These two facilities were responsible for the death of 67 unborn children every week last 
year, and recent reports suggest they are busier than ever right now. Not sure if you are needed? Here are four 
reasons why we need YOU on the sidewalk: 
1) Abortion is currently* legal in Ohio until 20-22 weeks (see related article). In addition to Ohio women 

considering abortions, women are also being brought in from nearby states with enforced restrictive laws. 
Even once Ohio’s heartbeat law is restored and/or amended, we anticipate the continued presence of 
“abortion passport” services that are funding out-of-state abortion trips.   

2) We need to show the media, the community, community leaders, and elected officials that the pro-life 
movement is dedicated, strong, organized, and growing.   

3) Women need help now more than ever. If we are not there, the only voice they will hear is 
the one telling them that they can only be successful, free, and strong if they have an 
abortion.  

4) Our strong sidewalk presence is directly linked to reductions in abortions in our community. 
In 2007 we started our first 40 Days for Life Campaign and began weekend vigils.  

To join our sidewalk counseling team, visit gcrtl.org/swc-survey.  Or join us for the 40 Days 
for Life vigil. Call us or visit www.gcrtl.org/40-days-for-life. 

Mark you calendars for October 29th and get registered for the Into Life Conference, which is being jointly 
sponsored by GCRTL and the Diocese of Columbus’ Office for Social Concerns.  

Into Life is of particular interest to pro-life leaders, especially those who are leading or feeling called to lead a pro-
life small group, respect life committee, Knights of Columbus or Men's group, or Walking with Moms in Need, 
and those who are looking for a day of prayer and renewal while resting in the beauty of the Gospel and the love of 
Christ. 

Into Life is a new program designed by and modeled after the work of the Sisters for Life. It invites participants 
into a new vision of pro-life ministry, one grounded in authentic relationships, genuine dialogue, and intentional 
accompaniment. We will focus on  four primary areas: the foundation of what it means to be human, how to better 
understand the "crisis" of a crisis pregnancy, how we develop mercy in a pro-life context, and how best to 
accompany those in need. The day will include small group discussions, reflections, and silent and communal 
prayer. We will hear special reflections from Bishop Earl K. 
Fernandes and Peggy Hartshorn. Note that this program is open 
and appropriate to anyone of faith, but it does feature the work of 
the Sisters for Life - a Catholic religious community and aligns 
with the techniques used by the GCRTL sidewalk counseling 
program. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact us 
for the opportunity to review program materials. 

 
The program is scheduled to begin at 9:30 (registration at 9:00) 
and will conclude at 4:00 PM. We are asking for donations of $20 
for adult participants and $10 for students to help defray meals 
and program materials. Clergy, religious, and anyone needing a 
scholarship can register at no cost. We are also inviting program 
sponsorships—please reach out if you have any questions or 
would like to partner with us. Register at: www.gcrtl.org/into-life. 

Into Life: Love Changes Everything 

40 Days & Sidewalk Ministry 

Into Life 

→ What does it mean to walk with a woman 
who is pregnant and vulnerable? 

→ How do we rejoice in the beauty of the 
individual person and truly accompany 
someone into God’s life and freedom.  

→ Every life is a gift, and every person is made 
in the image and likeness of God.   

→ Seeing and loving someone 
in truth can set them free 
and help them to succeed. 

→ Register Today 

 


