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to grow a community that protects innocent 

human life from the moment of conception until 
natural death.  

4900 Reed Rd, Suite 200; Columbus, OH 43220 | www.gcrtl.org | 614-445-8508 

Dear Friends, 
 This Spring, before the Dobbs decision had been announced, before the draft even had been leaked, my team 
and I were sitting in our conference room thinking about the banquet. As we were forming plans and sharing ideas, 
we kept coming back to the parable of the persistent widow (sometimes called the story of the unjust judge), and its 
instruction to always pray and do not give up. If you aren’t familiar with it, or if it has been a while, you can find it 
in Luke 18: 1-8. We knew that regardless of how the Dobbs case was decided, the message is appropriate to our 
mission and our message, and we will be emphasizing this again and again this year.  
 For nearly fifty years, the American pro-life movement has been prayerful and persistently advocating for 
justice through the overturn of the egregiously decided Roe v Wade. On June 24, 2022, that prayer was answered. 
While we have taken a moment to rejoice in this victory, the truth is that our work is now beginning in earnest. We 
knew that we would be fighting principalities and powers that desperately want to keep the violence and bloodshed 
of abortion operative, but many have been shocked by the degree to which they have captured American media, 
culture, and even our families. Every day brings a new company announcing that it is donating millions to abortion 
advocacy, paying thousands for employees to travel to obtain abortions, or renouncing those who hold pro-life 
views. Local governments in Ohio have seeded abortion providers with millions of dollars in funding, transferred 
thousands more to abortion advocacy groups, and announced refusals to enforce and deprioritization of enforcement 
related to Ohio abortion laws. We are responding to this with everything we have, but our first priority has been to 
respond to the immediate and urgent needs of women facing unplanned pregnancies and new mothers who 
desperately need help—from smaller items like sourcing formula to providing gas cards to get to work and prenatal 
visits to safe housing in a shrinking economy.  
 What is the answer? Well, the answer is the same as it has always been—we must always pray and never 
give up. Since 2012, prayer and education have been the focus of Greater Columbus Right to Life. Like many 
similar organizations, GCRTL is comprised of two organizations. One is a c(3) educational foundation, which 
operates much like a church and has limits on lobbying and political work. The other is a c(4) society. It can do 
unlimited educational projects, but also lobbying and issue work. Unlike a c(3), donations to a c(4) are not tax 
exempt. It is In 2012, we made the decision to devote our work to the nonprofit mission, and while we have 
maintained the lobbying entity, we have not funded it in years past. That made sense. We saw the huge need for 
grassroots educational and non-political advocacy, specifically in funding our sidewalk counseling and end-of-life 
work. Many of our donors benefitted from the ability to deduct charitable gifts from their tax liability. Our 
organization was entering a time of rebuilding after financial difficulty. We saw work in the community that 
desperately needed to be done, so we dedicated ourselves to it and stepped back from political advocacy. 
 Since 2012, a few things have changed. Our organization is stronger financially and structurally (thanks to 
you). Five of the abortion-providing or abortion-referring places that we focused sidewalk prayer and counseling on 
have closed or ceased abortions. It was our plan to re-start and seed our c(4) advocacy program in 2020, but many 
things related to the pandemic (including my own illness) made that impossible. But now, with the Dobbs decision, 
we once again see work in the community that desperately needs to be done. So in June we re-established our c(4) 
organization under the name of GCRTL ACT(ion). There will be some external changes 
that you will notice, but many will be internal. You might get a call from us clarifying 
which organization you intend to donate to, for example. You will also see us developing 
our issues and fundraising on a separate website: www.gcrtlact.org. We will only be 
moving forward with this project if we have community support—both financial and 
structural. But it is where we need to be right now, and we hope that the community will 
continue to see the value in what we do and support the successful efforts of BOTH 
organizations. As always, if you have any questions—give me a call.  
 Always for Life 
 Beth 
PS: I was recently in DC to meet, strategize, celebrate, and pray with some national pro-
life leaders, and I had the opportunity to spend several hours at the National Basilica, 
where I prayed for you. I also had the time to meet with Fr. Pavone in celebration!  



 We had a wonderful time with all of you on June 13th at Villa Milano. Great 
company, a transparent speaker, and delicious food. Earl Crosby, President of our Board of 
Trustees reminded us that even if we saw the overturning of Roe versus Wade with the 
Dobbs decision (and eleven days later– WE DID!), it would be not the end, but the 
beginning.  
 For those who were not able to attend, our speaker, Dr. Steve Hammond has 
practiced Obstetrics and Gynecology in Jackson, Tennessee, for decades. He shared with 
us a darker chapter of his life, framed and informed by the moral relativism on college 
campuses in the 1960s. When Roe vs Wade was passed in 1973, it fit into his world view 
philosophically. He shared that during his residency he was assigned to Planned 
Parenthood during a rotation and suddenly abortion became personal. At that time there 
was no ultrasound, and PP performed abortions during the first trimester only. He and his 
wife were living on a resident’s income and raising a son, so the thought of earning $25 per 
abortion was enticing. While the work was not pleasant, he developed a bit of detachment,  
much like a pathologist performing an autopsy.  

 Five years later he saw a patient who was in for her second appointment. As it happened, she was actually five 
months pregnant and her baby kicked him, fighting back. Although he stopped performing abortions after that baby 
kicked him, he was still pro-choice until his wife delivered their third son at 26 weeks, and he realized that infants that 
size were being aborted. Seven years later, he was re-introduced to Jesus. He became pro-life, and knew that we are 
all created in His image. Dr. Hammond  shared how he marveled at how David described our in-utero development  
as “woven together.” Psalm 139 described this nearly 3000 years before the double helix DNA was discovered.  
 Dr. Hammond’s message? Our culture celebrates Dr. Hammond’s sin, but what the world meant for evil, God 
has used for good. This is a message that resonates in each of our hearts today. To close out the banquet, Tamra Reif, 
a member of our Board of Trustees and our Thursday sidewalk team leader closed us in prayer and blew her shofar, 
proclaiming victory for God, because while we did not know that the Court would decide in favor of Dobbs a week 
and a half later, we know that God has won this victory! 

Aඖ Eඞඍඖඑඖඏ Wඑගඐ Dක. Sගඍඞඍ Hඉඕඕ඗ඖඌ 

If you would like to connect with us more frequently, please consider signing up for our e-news. You can sign up on the bottom 
of our website (gcrtl.org) or return the enclosed envelope with your email address and we will add you. You can also follow us 
on social media (@gcrtl on Facebook, twitter, and Instagram).  

P඗ඛග-ඌ඗ඊඊඛ ඟඍඊඑඖඉක ඛඍකඑඍඛ 
We are hosting a post-Dobbs Webinar series. The first episode took place on June 27th featuring legal experts 
including Catherine Glenn Foster, President of Americans United for Life, America’s oldest pro-life law firm, 
Columbus Attorney and expert litigator Don Brey from Isaac Wiles, and Ohio Auditor Keith Faber, a pro-life 
stalwart who led the Ohio Senate to pass initially the Ohio Heartbeat Law.  
 
Upcoming webinars will focus on local and state efforts to respond to those in need. To watch the initial pro-
gram, to stay up-to-date on changes to Ohio’s laws, or to register for future sessions, visit: gcrtl.org/post-dobbs.  



It has been just one month since the Dobbs decision overturned Roe v Wade and related court precedent and 
returned policy decisions regarding abortion back to the states. In those weeks, we have been extremely busy. 
Among our priorities has been: responding to the increased need to help pregnant women and families in crisis, 
equipping team members and the community to respond to misinformation, speaking to the media and connecting 
pro-life voices and pregnancy centers to media opportunities, helping pregnancy centers and volunteers to 
understand the shifting political and policy world, helping lawmakers and policy makers to review and write life-
affirming legislation, and more. This is all in addition to the typical day-to-day work that we carry out.  
 
The question we are getting the most, however, relates to what the exact legal status of abortion is right now and if 
lawmakers will be taking up legislation for a complete ban. This is a rapidly changing situation, especially with the 
amount of legal maneuvering that is going on. We will be keeping updates going out via our e-news and on our 
website at gcrtl.org/post-dobbs. But as of today, here is the status of Ohio’s law: 
 
· Immediately after the Dobbs decision was announced, Ohio AG Dave Yost filed a motion to dissolve a 

restraining order that kept Ohio’s heartbeat bill from being in effect. By 7:00 PM on the 24th, the federal judge 
agreed and Ohio Governor Mike DeWine and adopted emergency rules to enact the law.  

· As of today, intentionally induced abortion is banned after the point a fetal heartbeat can be detected, roughly 6 
weeks in pregnancy. Ohio’s law specifies that treatment for ectopic pregnancy and miscarriage management is 
not an abortion. It also stipulates that medical treatment taken in cases of danger to the mom’s life, where 
failing to end (or deliver) the pregnancy would cause loss of organ function, or in situations like inevitable 
miscarriage, it is not illegal to take action to protect mom’s life and health. Legislative leaders are carefully 
reviewing proposals with the idea of taking up legislation to restrict 
abortions when they return from recess later this year.  

· Lawsuits have been filed by abortion organizations claiming that Ohio’s 
heartbeat law violates state constitutional provisions that guarantee a 
right to abortion. The case was filed in the Supreme Court, along with a 
request to block Ohio’s Heartbeat Law until the case is settled. AG Yost 
responded swiftly, pointing out that this was without merit and filed in 
the wrong court. The Supreme Court denied the request to block 
enforcement of the law, but has not yet dismissed the case or sent it to a 
lower court.  

· Various local governments, such as Columbus City Council, have 
announced that they will not enforce or will deprioritize enforcement of 
Ohio abortion laws. Many, also including Columbus, have announced or 
are considering transfers of millions of dollars to support abortion 
providing and advocacy groups. Measures to investigate and threaten 
prosecution of pregnancy centers have been passed/considered. We will 
continue to respond to these outrageous efforts.  

Mark Your Calendar 

After Dobbs Webinar (recurring) 
www.gcrtl.org/post-dobbs 
 
Sidewalk Training (recurring) 
gcrtl.org/sidewalk-counseling 
 
40 Days for Life 
Planned Parenthood East 
September 28-Nov 6th Register at: 
www.gcrtl.org/40-days-for-life 
 
Women’s Day of Recollection: 
(Note: this event is sponsored by the Holy 
Family Confraternity of Christian Mothers 
and the Bridgettine Retreat House. GCRTL 
ED Beth Vanderkooi will be presenting on 
“Healing the Fourth Wound”) 
Saturday, October 1st 
https://bit.ly/3be2Pfq 
 
Ohio March for Life 
Ohio Statehouse 
11:00 AM, October 5th 
 
Into Life Conference 
(Tentative October 29) 
gcrtl.org/into-life 
 
Schedule a Speaker 
www.gcrtl.org/speaker  

Aඎගඍක D඗ඊඊඛ: Wඐඉග N඗ඟ? Wඐඉග’ඛ Nඍචග 

Cඉඔඔඑඖඏ Aඔඔ Aකගඑඛගඛ!! 
We are calling all artists—from the youngest among us to the young-at-
heart to design a poster or tee shirt design that you think best embodies 
the pro-life message of “Always Pray and Do Not Give Up”. We will be 
taking entries from different age groups including elementary, middle, 
high school, and college/adult groups. Teachers are encouraged to partic-
ipate as classes (contact us for information). Winners, fan favorites, and 
honorable mentions will be chosen from each category with prizes. Win-
ning designs will be printed on rally signs and tee shirts and used for 
events including sidewalk and outreach ministry and at the Ohio and DC 
March for Life.   
 

Details and deadlines can be found on our website at: 
 www.gcrtl.org/design 



Now more than ever—we need you to be present in prayer and peaceful protest at the Columbus Planned 
Parenthood at 3255 E Main Street and at Your Choice on Karl Road. There are at least FOUR reasons you 
need to join us on the sidewalk.  
1) Abortion is still legal in Ohio, until the time a fetal heartbeat can be detected. And women who are further 

along than that are still going to abortion clinics, which have received millions of dollors from pro-abortion 
local government leaders to pay for women to seek abortion out of state. We need to be there with 
alternatives to abortion, abortion pill reversal information, referrals to pregnancy help centers, and prayer. 

2) We need to show the media, the community, community leaders, and elected officials that the pro-life 
movement is dedicated, strong, organized, and growing.   

3) Women need help now more than ever. If we are not there, the only voice they will hear is the one telling 
them that they can only be successful, free, and strong if they have abortion.  

4) This fight is not yet over, and we need to pray, fast, and serve more than ever.  
 
To join our sidewalk counseling team, visit gcrtl.org/swc-survey. There will also be at least one more 40 Days 
for Life campaign. It will be held September 28 - November 6. Registration is currently open. 
www.gcrtl.org/40-days-for-life 

UPDATE: Due to some scheduling problems, we are moving the Into Life Conference. We are finalizing 
confirming availability of guest speakers and will announce the rescheduled date in early August. Keep an 
eye on your email or bulletin for final registration information. 

We are so excited to bring the Into Life: Love Changes Everything Conference and Day of Reflection to Central 
Ohio as a jointly sponsored program with the Diocese of Columbus’ Office for Social Concerns.  

Into Life invites participants into a new vision of pro-life ministry, one grounded not in slogans, but in authentic 
relationships, genuine dialogue, and intentional accompaniment. We will focus on  four primary areas: the 
foundation of what it means to be human, how to better understand the "crisis" of a crisis pregnancy, how we 
develop mercy in a pro-life context, and how best to accompany those in need. The day will include small group 
discussions, reflections, and silent and communal prayer. Note that this program is open and appropriate to anyone 
of faith, but it does feature the work of the Sisters for Life - a Catholic religious community and aligns with the 
techniques used by the GCRTL sidewalk counseling program. If you have any questions or concerns, please 
contact us for the opportunity to review program materials. 

Into Life is of particular interest to pro-life leaders, especially those who are leading or feeling called to lead a pro-
life small group, respect life committee, Knights of Columbus or Men's group, or Walking with Moms in Need, 
and those who are looking for a day of prayer and renewal while resting in the beauty of the Gospel and the love of 
Christ. 

Our program can be considered an introduction to the small group series designed by the Sisters for Life, Notre 
Dame's McGrath Institute for Church Life, and Camp Campo films. Participants will be invited, but not obligated, 
to lead small groups through the full series this coming year.  
 
For planning purposes, the program is scheduled to begin at 9:30 (registration at 9:00) and will conclude at 4:00 
PM. We are asking for donations of $20 for adult participants and $10 for students to help defray meals and 
program materials, but we will never turn anyone away. Please reach out for scholarship opportunities or if you 
would like to sponsor the program. Let us know you plan to come at www.gcrtl.org/into-life. 

Iඖග඗ Lඑඎඍ: L඗ඞඍ Cඐඉඖඏඍඛ Eඞඍකඡගඐඑඖඏ 

40 Dඉඡඛ ຺ Sඑඌඍඟඉඔඓ Mඑඖඑඛගකඡ 

DC Tකඑ඘ Fකඝඑගඎඝඔ 
I had the opportunity to visit a deserted Supreme Court to offer up 
prayers of praise and protection for the Dobbs Decision. Shown 
here with Catherine Glenn Foster of Americans United for Life, 
Kristin Turner and Terrisa Bukovinac of PAUU, and Dr. Michael 
New of Catholic University and the Charlotte Lozier institute.  


